te ature.
Temperature for twen
ended at 2 p.m. today:

Full report on page 7.

WEATHER.
Mostly cloudy tonight;
generally fair; not much change in

{hcst. 13, at
noon today. Lowest, n* at § am. today.

tomorrow

-four hours
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SANGTION OF TRUCE
DELAYEDBY FRENCH
AS PARLEY GLOES

Barthou to Recommend Pact
to Paris—Some Other Na-
tions Reserve Rights.

LLOYD GEORGE HOPEFUL
DESPITE DISAPPOINTMENT

French Delegate Declares Solution
in Russia Is Impossible Without
.U. 8. Participation.

By the Assoclated Press.

GENOA, May 1% —The Genoa eco-
nomic conference, one of the greatest
Yoltical gatherings in Europe's his-
tory, which brought here the repre-
sentatives of thirty-four nations, ad-
Journed at 1:15 p.m. today after six
weeks of momentous deliberations.
Its labors will be begun anew at The
Hague on June 15.

The conference adopted the report
©f the economic commission, whica
contalns constructive recommenda-
tions for the economic reorganization
of Europe; adopted the arrangements
for the conference at The Hague, and
yproclaimed Prime Minister Lloyd
George’s famous non-aggression pact,

‘which, though provisional in its na-_

iure, it s hoped to follow with a
permanent European peace pact. M
Rarthou, for France, merely sald he
would recommend the truce to his
rovernment,

Faeta Closes Sessions.

Premier Facta ot®Italy, as presi-
dent of the conference, solemnly
closed its sesslons by bidding fare-
well to all the delegations on behalf
of the king, the government and the
people of Italy by thanking them for
their valuable work and by express-
ing best wishes for the future pros-
perity of all the nations.

The Dutch minister, on bshalf of
Hiolland, voiced the assurance that
«verything possible would be done by
the Netherlands to facllitate the
wrork of the forthcoming conference
of experts, with the Dutch govern-
mnent and people contributing all they
vould to the succeas of the meeting
at The Hague. .

Heynote One of Frieandship.

The keynote of all the remarks at
rtie final session was one of friend-
=hip and earnest desirs to halp Rus-
sia, but Premier Lloyd George point-
~J out to the Russian Soviet repre-
=antatives the unfortunate effect thelr
Tamous memorandum had had on the
world and told them that if they
wished for success at The Hague they
had better abandon their eloquent
presentation of the doctrine of Te-
pudiation of debts.

“Such a course is unwise when
one wants to borrow money,” the
British premier remarked.

Foreign Minister Tchitcherin of
Russla protestkd agalnst the exclu-
sion of the Russians from thes work
of the labor committee of the con-
ference, but M. Colrat of the French
delegation retorted that they, had
heen left out because they did not
attend the mestings and seemed to
show little Interest in the cause of
labor.

Footing of Equality Lost.

M. Tehitcherin's last word at the
conferance was that the real cause of
*he failure to reach a settlement of
the Russian question was that the
footing of equality between Russia
and the other powers had not been
malntained.

Baron Hayashi of Japan was at one
with Mr. Lloyd George in declaring
gEreat good had been accomplished by

the conference. He went the British
yremier one better, however, by in-
risting that the attitude of the Rus-
#ians had been much more moderate
than he had expected. He hoped that
at The Hague Russia would assume a

. wiser and more prudent attitude.

*“This attitude,” added Baron Ha-
sashl, “wlll bring help to the other
countries in Europe In future days,
perhaps in the near future from
America™

The British premier warned Russia
that Europe was gradually filling up
the gap left by Russia's decline, but
was gad to see millions of Russians
in despalr and starving.

Says Russians Must Accept.

When a man srells goods, declared
Mr. Lloyd George, he expects the buy-
e¢r to pay for them; when a man Ie‘nds
money, he expects the borrower to re-
pay, and when a man asks a second
loan, he must repay the first cne. He
mnrgued that “the Russian tornado”
had not uprooted these basi: laws of
the world's business, and declared
the Russians must accept them if they
wished the world’s co-operation.

Foreign Minister Tchitcherin of so-

viet Russia, responding to Mr. Lloyd
iieorge'? remarks regarding the Rus-
sian memorandum and the appeal
from the British premier to the Rus-
ﬁ‘i&lgn to modify their economic views,
Ba -
“Even Mr, Lloyd George's brilliant
rioguence canmsot convert the Russian
wople, who have other prejudices, For
nstance, if one’s nelghbor burns down
one's house, he should pay for the
damage. The Russians, however, will
continue thelr efforts for peacs.”

Paiaces Still Decedrnted.
San Giorglo Palace and the royal
palace were still brillianity decorated
with flowers._and the flags of all the
nations when the delegates gathered
for the last time.
formed soldiers were on-duty
where. .~

The report of the économic commis-
slon, which has been laboring for
five weeks, studying dwoj.m for the
economic reconstruction, of the eon-

By its chalr-

every-

- last farence

as called to er the chairman,
Miaimu _ E R
. Brigh ; -
lnce and lighted up the t me-
dieval Hall as they took their sexts,

Immaculately uni- |

LADY RHONDDA IS
\DENIED SEAT IN
HOUSE OF LORDS

LADY RHONDDA.

By the Associated Press.

LONDON, May 19.—By a vots of
20 to 4 the committee on privileges
| of the house of lords decided today
that Lady Rhondda's claim and
petition to =it in the house of lords
had “not been made out.”

Lady Rhondda’s petition to sit In
the house of lords was granted by
the committee on privileges March
2, but when the decislon was re-
ported to the house late in March
it was referred back to the com-
mittee.

The sentiment of the debate in
the house of lords over the refer-
ence back to the committee was
apparently against the admission
of women. Lady Rhondda, daugh-
ter of the late Viscount Rhondda,
Great Britain'g war-time food con-
troller, is one of the leading figures
in the business world of Great
Britain, having succeeded her
father, long known ae the ‘coal
king,” In the direction of numerous
of his large business enterprises.

.

CHILE-PERU ISSUES
~ NEARER SOLUTION

Delegates of -Two Nations
Hopeful of Settling Ancon
Treaty Problems.

By the Associated Press.

After a two-day recess, during

hich both sides are understood to
bhave taken steps to Inform them-
salves more fully regarding the at-
titude of thelr governments, the
Chllean-Peruyian conference was
called together again today with the
delegates hopeful that definite re-
sults soon would be attained.

Details of the discussions again
wera kept in closest confidence, al-
though 'the Chileans disclosed that
they still were holding to their atti-
tude that the valldity of the treaty
of Ancon was not open to guestion
and that they were here to consider
“fulfillment” of the pact’'s unenforced
provisions

Meantime, any possibility that Bo-
livia might be given a seat eventual-
ly ia the conference appeared to have
heen removed by a statement by the
Chilean forelgn office in Santiago,
saying that such a proposition was
not “susceptible of being considered.”
The announcement occasioned no sur-
prise here, since the attitude of Chile
on tkat question slready had been
well established in previous reaponses
to Bolivia’a repeated claims for rec-
ognition. {

Progress Made in Discusalen.

Despite the unwillingness of the
Chilean and Peruvian delegates to
talk about details of the moves al-
ready made, it was learned today that
the conference had progregsed further
in its discussions than the ordinary
observer might guess from the sur-
face -appearance of the official an-

nouncements, As & general plan, the
delegations ‘are attempting to deal
first with subjects more or less col-
lateral in their nature and glving
most promise of guick solution, but
they have found it impossible to put
aside entirely the major issues, even
in the opening phases of their con-
versations.

So far the exchanges still are in a
ata?a described in diplomacy as “pre-
liminary and informal,”” however, and
how soon the main problems of the
conference can be narrowed to a
point of decision cannot be foretold
with authority. In some well in-
formed cireles it would occasion no
surprise to see at least a direct and
definite basls for negotiation estab-
lished by early next week.

Latin Amerieans Imterested.

Realizing the possibility bf rapid
development, the diplomatic repre-
sentatives of all the Latin American
countries here are taking the live-
llest interest -<in the proceedings.
sorga-o't them are not as well advised
a8 they would like to be, because of

the cloak of secrecy thrown about the
conference. They are neglecting no
source of information, however, and
several have made comprehensive re-
ports to' thelr governments.

The United States State Department
has taken a similar attitude ot_w;tzh-
fulness, - alth it, too, has had

to
rely ron more or less rou

| methodls. of obtaining lnfarmog
Not only is the Washingtony govern-
ment png aloof from the actual
negotiations, but it ia receiving no
formal or official reports of develop-
ments from either of the delegations.

The interest of both the Stats Da-
tment and the Latin A.merintnm f:-
and legations has been inten-

sified by the fact that talk of krbi-
-tration by outuide powers 3
circles clome

report of & measure -
Mrom the ‘Anance

CATHOLICSPULLED
FROM BEDS, SLAN
INIRSHTERRORISH

Outrage Believed Reprisal for
Murders of Members  of
Ulster Constabulary.

BELFAST ARSON SQUAD
SETS SIX SERIOUS FIRES

Factions Seeking Peace at Dublin
Now Fear Second Breakdown
in Negotiations.
By the Associated Press,

BELFAST, May 10.—Four men, all
of them Catholics, were dragged from
treir beds at Desertmartin, county
Derry, sarly today and murdered.
Half of the village was burned.

It 1» believed here that the outrage
Was meant as a reprisal for the re-
cént murders of members of the con-
stabulary in South Derry.

The victims were John Higgins,
forty; Frank Higgins, elghteen;
Henry McCreghan, twenty-seven, and
James McGreghan, forty. The bodles
were found in & heap L

The buildings burned included =
flour mill, the residence of a Cath-
olic named Wilson and two saloons.
The reslidence of Magistrate Heg-
gEarty was fired into, and a number
of other rouses were wrecked and
their furniture destroyed.

Four armed men held up a south-
ern mall train bound for Dublin at
Sallins, County Kildare, this morning.
More than 100 registéred letters and
four mall bags consigned to the pro-
visional government were seised. De-
tective Constable Hesllp was attack-
ed and fatally wounded while on duty
in Belfast this afternoon.

Terroriats Set Fires in Belfast.

The terrorists in Belfast began thelr
work agaln early today. Two hours
before the expiration of curfew period
incendiary blazes were started in dif-
ferent parts of the city, and before
3 o'clock six. buildings were on fire,
including the offices of a distillery.

Soon after midnight & number of
Aarmed men attacked the barracks of
the speclal constabulary in Dock
street, and a flerce conflict ensued in
which several of the attackers were
injured. It {s reported that threes
motor cars were used to remove the
wounded. None of the contables was
injured.

The staff at the offices of the dis-
tillery, which was the Doran plant,
were forced to face the wall and were
covered with revolvera while
other raiders carried out the work of
destruction. After a time, howevar,
the guard told the office men to'muke
themselves comfortable and handed
around cigarettes.

Heavy Lossea Sustalned.

The premises involved in the in-
cendiary attack included principally
establishments conducted by whole-
szle concerns. Two of the outh
were of considerable extent, but In
the majority of cases the flremen
quickly extinguished the flames.

In one case the incendlaries entersd
a motion pleture theater, held up the
charwoman and sprinkled the place
with gasoline. The caretaker of the
establishment, on entering, was struck
on the head by the butt of a revolver
but escaped and gave the alarm.

The total damage, it ia eatimated, will
reach many tho ds of pound

Another tramcar murder occurred
vesterday afternoon under circum-
stances similar to those surrounding
the killing of the two tramcar -
sengers in the morning. The d‘;:.-
noon victim was a bookmaker's clerk
named MeCaffery. The assassin
eacaped.

FEAR SECOND BREAEDOWN.

Rival Factions at Dublin Benew

Efforts for Peace.

By the Agsociated Press.

DUBLIN, May 19.—Fears were ex-
pressed in political ecircles today that
the negotlations for peace between
the rival factions Tn Ireland, renewed
Wednesday after what had appeared
to be a final breakdown, would agaln
result in a report by the negotiators
that they had failed to come to an
agreement.

Further attempts were In p 85
today, however, anll there was hope
in some quarters that the last moment
might see a favorable turn.’

Michael Collins, head of the pro-
visional government, and Eamonn De
Valera, the republican leader, in a
prolonged consultation with no others
present, are believed to have been
near a se‘tlement. The views of ob-
ervers, however, i8 that each has been
embarrassed by the difficulty of carry-
ing his followers with him.

Leas Bright.

At a meeting last night the mem-
bers of the pro-treaty party heard
from Collins the result of his con-
versation with De Valera and when
the meeting broke up, the prospect
of peace seemed less bright. ;

':I:“lui mndnman_u:l fhni::t tg: differ-
ence it a ] AL the ftreaty
party thinks a coalition government
should be formed only to work the
treaty, while Mr, De Vilera thinks
any acceptance of the treaty is a
denizl of the nepublican principle. The
republican leader Indicated he would
kelp the government against “Hoo-
liganism,” but the pro-treaty mem-
bers are sahl to fear he would em-
barrass what remains to be done un-
der the treaty, particularly regarding
the constitution of the free state.

BONUS BILL UP AGAIN.

Measure to blnhmd at White
House 'Confci'eneg.

The soldiers’ bonus Bill will be dlg-
cussed, it is ‘understood. at a confer-
ence between the President‘and Sena-
tor Watson of Indiana, republican
‘member of the finance committes, at
the White House this afterno :

It is now several weeks
republican mn!ar_ang: o

sage of a soldiers’

sonable tim

L rih 16 Walf 19 Be oo
an 3

glhgmg.mtotl}.—. waat

»
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AT GENOA.

BLIZZARD DEFENSE

Overrules Motion to Order
Verdict of Not Guilty on
Treason Charge.

By the Associated Press.

CHARLEB TOWN, W. Va., May 18.
—Judge J. M. Woods today overruled
a motlon to direct a verdict of not
gullty in the case of Willlam Bliz-
zard, mine union officlal, charged with
treason as a result of the armed
march last summer against Logan
county non-union strongholds in the
coal flelds of the siate.

Judge Woeds on the other defense
motion 1limited the state as to the
overt-act on which it relisd to gon-
vict the defendant to his presence

| with the armed marchers in Logan

sounty.

Taking up one by one In his decision
ths"principal points sdvanced in the
L ents, Judge Woods held first
that there had been evidence sufficient
for consideration by the jury that
war existed and had been levied by
the armed men. ¥

Divisies Argument Overruled.

He also reviewed the argument that
treason ageinst a stafe was Impos-
sible because of thée dlvision of au-
thority between state and federal
govemments, and held that this poail-
tion couldynot be maintained.

Points raised by A. M. Belcher of
the prosecution in his argument as
suporting the treason charge: That
levying war was proven by the testi-
mony and constituted the overt act
alleged; that defense claims that the
purposes of the marchers were not
unlawful failed, because the purpose,
the attorfiey sald, was to kill all the
constituted authorities of Logan coun-
ty before they began union organiza-
tion, and that was a treasonable pur-
pose; that the federal government's
authority was delegated from sover-
elgn states, invalidating the defense
argument there could be no treason
against a state because the federal
Constitution limited the sovereignty
of the meparate state; that succeseful-
1y to instigate treason is to commit it,
and that the forces with whom the
armed miners fought wers military
forces called under power given the
governor. i

Many Def ATE
Among contentions stressed by T.C.
Townsend, defense attorney, were:
That, although there had:been much
evidence that many people committed
crimes different and distinet from
treason, the jury should not be given

the opportunity to pass on a ques-
tion of treason, because treason was
the thought most remote from the
mind of the defendant or any other

(Continued on Page 2, Column 8.)

BALKED BY JUDGE,

| bach sald he would not oppose her

DROPS COUNTER SUIT.

Chauffeur Husband of Gﬁnd Opera
Singer Permits Divorce.

SAN FRANCISCO. May 19.—Floyd
Glotzbach, chauffeur, of Del Monte,
Calif., today Instructed his attorney
to cancel his divoree petition flled

several weeks ago as a counter action
to the suit brought by his wire, Mme.
Margaret Matzenauer, grand opera
singer.

Her suit was Instituted in New
York After their separation. Glotz-

efforts to get a divoroe.

SEMENOFF FRE
OF SEZURECAARGE

Court Holdls “Complaint of
Company That Operated in
Siberia as Unsupported.

By the Amsocizted Press.

NEW YORK, May 19.—Gen. Gregoris
Semenoff, formeér ataman of the Cos-
sacks, was ordered released from ar-
rest today by the appellate division
of the supreme court, which reversed
the decision of Supreme Court Justice
Delehanty.

Semenoff was arrested on a civil
warrant obtained by . the Youroveta
Home and Forelgn Trade Company, &
New York bankrupt concern, which
charged him with selzing supplies
owned by the company in BSiberla.
The - higher court directed that $10
costs be awarded. He is now out on
$25.000 ball.

The appellate judges unanimously
held thiit thers was no competent evl-
dence that the court in China which
granted a judgment against Seme-
noff had jurisdiction over the sub-
ject matter involved or had acquired
jurisdiction over the defendant.

The court held that even if the
judgment of the Chinese court were
enforceable here there was no ground
for holding Semenoff, as the plain-
tiff had failed to show by affidavit
that Semenoff was “about to remove
or dispose of him property with in-
tent to defraud “his creditors.”

CAVE-IN KILLS THREE.

Another Injured When Walls of

Sewer Collapse.

CLINTON, Iowa., May 19.—Three men
were killed and onewas injured when a
sewer under construction at Lost Na-
tion, Jowa, neary here, caved in and
buried the three men under ten feet
of earth. Four men had been work-
ing in the trench, about twenty feet
deep and two feet wide, when It sud-
denly gave way. One mdn escaped
with slight injuries. -

"

Perfected by

Moving Picture Shows by Radio

Local In-ve_r&tor

Moving plctures now may be trans-
hitted by radio from a central broad-
casting station into the homies of the
people—pictures of péople or hap-
penings on the other side of the
world may be. transmitted instantly
into mewspaper gffices the mopment
they happen, d even notorious
criminals may be stood up in one
central station and their likeness
shown to the police In every ecity,
town ana hamiet of the world instan-
‘taneously. 3 :

This: :
Irom the local laboratory of C. Fran-
cis Jenkins, 1519 Connecticut avenue

where for mora than

:I“at.ht‘;.;alﬂt. rs he has been working on

lﬁl {dea nlong with his-oth mnvm
cture inventions, ‘fo; he h

vements, W

pas- wlﬁ present-day, yiﬂ::tl_on. ‘
N 7 h..m m m

decided: to-take a rést. -After a long

Eo on fishing trips.

announcement came “today | D

ednl, awarded | ha;

He sajd that he worked and studied
the problem, without gvail, .until’ he
said his mind became sluggish he

automobile trip -he finally bouzht an
aeroplane, with which he made many
flights over Washington and used it to

It ‘was while returning to Washing-
ton .on one of these trips. that the
thonght occurred to him that if he
took' two of the prismatic. ringh, one

looked
t

FRIENDS OF BONUS.

LOSERSATPOLLS

Recent Pennsylvania Primary
Results Hard to Analyze,
However.

Except in the case of the renoni-
nation of Senator Pepper. where the
Issue was more acutely drawn, an-
alysts of recent primary results in
nomination contests are experiencing
difficulty in drawing fair lusions

U. S. RELIEF WORKERS
 REPORTING ATROCITIES,
FIND LIVES IN JEOPARDY

By the Associnted Press.

CONSTANTINOFLE, May 1%.—
Publication of reports by Ameri-
can rellef workers in the Intericr
of Asia Minor concerning the sys-
tematic persecution of Christians
by the Turkish nationalists has
Jeopardized the position of the
workers, it is declared in American
missionary circles here.

Many of these reports had been
submitted confidentially to the
league of nations, and It is believ-

ed that prompt and energetic ac-
tion by the powers is necessary to
secure the safety of the agents,
now that publicity has been given
to their evidence,

All the workers corroborate the
stories of atrocities, especially the
progrees of the so-called white
massacres, which consist of driv-
ing parties of Christians “from
place to place until they die from
sickness, famine or exhaustion,

The statement issued by the
Turkish nationalist representative
,here that some of the missionaries
and rellef workers had denled the
reported atrocities. is declared by
the missionary authorities to be a
fabrication.

BALLACTHAYPASS
HOLSE ON MONDAY

Reed Declares Changes Wil
Forestall Serious
Objections.

Although he has not made any can-
vass of the House, Representative
Reed of West Virginia expressed con-
fidence today that he will be able to
get the rent commission bill passed
by the House on Monday. He
that he has been careful to get writ-
| ten into the bill such changes as will
i forestall any serious objection on the
part of property owners.

Among these changes he congiders
that of doing away with the sub-
lease evil as the most important He
believes that the enlargement of the
| commission and allowing the five
(members indivadually to conduct
g hearings will do away with the much-
| eriticized delay In getting decisions
I‘He pointed out also that *. has been
| made easier for an owner to get

as to the influence of the pending
bonus legislation en the verdict at
the polls. In that fnstance, the In-
ference that the resuit evidenced sen-
timent agzinst the bonus seems more

ldinernthle. for two reasons—first,
4 because Senator Pepper made no con-

‘cealmgnt of  his opposition to the
bonus, but, on the contrary, rather
welcomed opportunity to declare
himself, and, second, because his ma-
Jority over his opponent, who sus-
tained the bonus proposition, was so
marked, while at the same time the
party organization back of him did
not support Candidate Alter for the
governorship.

Bemus Supporters Lese.

It develops that several of the re-
publican candidates for the House
who failed of renomination had voted
for the bonus in the House, and stress
has been laid upon that fact by those
‘who are contesting the plan. Yet, it
is known that other considerations
entered Into the contest besides the
bonus question. Representatives Wal-
ters,' Darrow, Connell and Jones, who
failed, voted for the bonus. Repre-
sentative Focht, however, who claims

nomination on later returns, also
voted for the bonus.

Gov. Sproul of Pennsylvania, in his
statement, laid the result in Pennsyl-
vania to & number of causes, includ-
ing discontent, unemployment and
restlessness, and it is said by poli-
ticians that In some cases the wet
and dry question entered.

Liguor Issme im Illimois.

In Illinols, where Representatives
Copley and Ireland, both supporters
of the bonus, were defeated, it is
asserted that the wet and dry In-
terests filgured materially, although
no'direct issue was made openly.-

The bonus question is not thought
to have influenced the defeat of Een-
ator New of Indiana, as he had not
voted on. the guestion and had not
made any declded announcement as
to his attitude. His friends say they

would class him as being not very
enthusikstic for the bonus.

At American Legion headquarters
in this city comment is being with-
held for the present on the primary
results in thelr bearing ‘upon public
sentiment over the bonus.

The Oregon primaries, which are
being held today, may throw more
light upon the subject,-as in several
candidacies: in "that state the influ-
ence of the service men's vote and
the bonus is expected to play a prom-
inent part.

WOMAN TO SUPERINTEND
- LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Mrs, de K. Woods Named by
President to Have Charge of

Building and Grounds. s
- Mrs. Harriet de K. Woods of Tllinois
bas  been nominated by President
Harding to be superiptendent of the
Congressioni]l Librsry building and
grounds, to succeéd Frank I Averill
of New York, who: was appointed by

: President Wilson nine ysars ago.

‘Mrs. Woods is at present chief of

~ Lthe certificate division of the copy-
i right office of the library., which po-
]=ition she has held for several years,

and her elevation to ths superintend-
ency of the building, which carries

- | with it & large Increass in salary and
oconsiderabla added responsibility,” is|

| ey euise should be
| and tell Congress that m':ﬁ."g' =

P lon of his property, so that &
person occupying only & few rooms
could not delay the tearing down of
the old structure to be replaced by
an apartment house which would
house many times & many people,

Representative Heed gave this en-
couragement to tepants that they ean
allay their fears as to the possibility
of Immediate evictions, since they will
have tha bemelit— ten to twelve
days even in cases where the first no-
tices have been served, under the pro-
visions of the retroactive clause in
the bill, for extenslon of the Rent
Commission act.

Reprasentative Mlllspaugh of Mis-
sourl, who has led the fight against
the measure, and who has prepared a
minority report, expects to have it
signed by Chairman Focht of the Dis-
triet committee, by the ranking dem-
ocrat, Representative Gilbert of Ken-
tucky, by Representative Lee of New
York and himself. He insisted today
that tRose who are trying to put
through this legislation are creating
a false Impression to the effect that
there are to be wholesale evictions
and a general ralse in rents as soon
as the present act expires next Mon-
day. His own personal investigations
have led him to believe that there
will not be any such action on the
part of real estate men and landlords.

VOTE T0 OPPOSE
PRIZEFIGHTS HERE

Commissioners Back Stand
of Police Head—Too Many
Evils Feared.

The District Commissioners today
voted to oppose the bill now pending
in Congress to legalize boxing in the
District.

The clty heads, at their board ses-
slon today, received from Maj. Danlel
Sulllvan, superintendent of police, an
unfavorable report on the bill and
they concurred in his views.

The superintendent of police told
the Commissioners the art of self-de-
fense is commendable in itself and
should be encouraged wherever pos-
sible, “but I do not believe that the
holding of the big professional title
contests should be encouraged in the
National Capital, and I belleve that
sverything possible looking to the pré-
vention and restriction of the influx of
the undesirable element which Is usu-
ally found a part of those who attend
such events should be done,” he added.

In the opening paragraph of his
re:l:grt to the city heads Maj. Suliivan
said:

Against Professional Matches.

“While I can see no particular ob-
jection to the holding of purely ema-

teur boxing contests, I do not be-
lieve that national professional cham-
pionship matches, which I infer would.
be permissible under the proposed
legislation, would be conducive to the
best interests of the community when
the type of some of the followers who
gath!:i on such occasions {s con-
sldered.” 2
The bill referred to was Introduced
in the Senate by Benator Walsh of
Massachusetts and provided for the
appointment of a boxing commission.
The District Commissioners also
went on record today im favor of
legislation to provide for the licena-
ing of architects and engineers who
in the . construction of
puiloings in Washington. B
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report to Congress on the
pending to create & license
archi

They state that they bellevs engi-

& similer law

the
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IMMUNITY ASK
‘FOR DEATH OF 97
NTHEATER CRASH

Defendant in Knickerbocker
. Disaster Case Pleads
Statute of Limitations.

NOT LIABLE UNDER LAW,
SAYS IRON WORKS’ HEAD

Seeks to Have Indictment for Man-
slaughter Set Aside—Disclaims
Any Negligence.

John H. Ford, president of the
Cnion Iron Works, today pleaded the
statute of limitations in bar of his
prosecution wunder an indictment
charging him with manslaughter in
connection with the collapse of the
roof of the Knickerbocker Theater
January 28 last, which resulted in the
death of ninety-seven patrons of th=
theater. No claims that the indict-
ment on its face shows that the of
fense charged did not accrue within
three years before the finding of the
indictment. The construction of the
theater was completed in 1918 and the
indictment was returned April 3, 1922

Through Attorneys Earnard & John
son and George P. Hoover Mr. Ford
also filed a demurrer to the indictment
and assigns seventeen defects which
make the “true biil” bad in substance
and untenable, according to their
F\.'utw of the law.
| Pesition of Ma). Gordon.

In reference to the plea of the stat-
ute of limitations, United States At-
torney Gordon declares that the stat-
ute would not begin to run until the
collapse of the building and the caus-

out regard to the time of the com
pletion of the structure. The people
were killed January 28 last and the
indictment reported April 3, he point=
out. As to the points of demurrer
they will be combated by Maj. tior-
don when the matter is set down for
hearing by Chief Justice MocCoy.
Among the matters of law to he
argued on the demurrer of counsel
for Mr. Ford are the misoinder of par-
ties; that the indletment is vague, in-
definite. and uncertain: that it at-
tempts to impose upon the defendan®
certain duties without alleging the
facta by reason of which such duties
are alleged to have arisen; that such
alleged duties are based upon conclu-
sions of law and no faects are alleged
Mn Bupport. The clabs is also made
that the indictment fails te charge
Ford with a definite, individual duty
for the neglect of which he is sought
to be held responsible and there are
no facts alleged to show that any
duty was imposed on Mr. Ford, when
undertaking his part of the consgtroc-
tion work, “in unison and conjointiy
with any of the other defendants.™

Further Contentions.

The indictment also fails to show, it
is claimed, that Mr. Ford's duties
were not whelly independent of the
duties of the other defendants or
that he had any authority or contgol
over the co-defendants or any of
them as to the work done or material
furnished by any of the co-defendants,
and therefore he cannot be held re-
spaneible criminally for any- alleged
defect in the work done or materia!
furnighed by his co-defendants. It is
also claimed that the indictment does
not apprise the defendant of the par-
ticular acts of negligence sought to
be charged against him and falls to
show any act or omission of the de-
fendant which was the direct and
immediate cause of the death of the
theater victims.
| There is nothing in the indictment
| showing any facts from which it can
| be inferred, it is asserted by counsel
for Mr. Ford, that there was any duty
on him either by contract or operatiocn
of law to notify and warn any person of
the alleged dangerous and unsafe condi-
tion of the Knickerbocker Theater build-
ing or any neglect of duty in permitting
patrons to attend the theater and be in
the building at the time of its collapse

Mr. Ford is indicted on a charge of
manslaughter jointly with Reginald W,
Geare, architect of the building; Rich-
ard G. Fletcher, foreman of the con-
tracting firm in charge of the cement
work; Donald M. Wallace, foreman for
the building contractor, and Julian R.
Downman, assistant building inspector.
Geare filed a demurrer when the men
were sammoned for arraignment and
the others entered pleas of not guilty
The latter are expected to join in the
demurrer filed by Mr. Ford and to with-
draw their pleas.

CUTIN COAL PRICE
AIM OF OPERATORS

By the Amoclaved Preas.

NEW YORK, May 18 —Wage cuts
which may be enforced in the an-
thracite industry will result imme-
diately in cheaper coal to the publis,
operators announced today after their
offer to emettle with the striking
miners on a basis of 21 per cent wage
reductions.

The offer was made as a reply to
the miners’ demand for an increase
of 20 per cent for contract men and
$1 a day for shift workers, made prior
to the strike which began April 1.

Reductions of 18 per cent for con-
tract men and 31.20 a day for shift
workers were proposed by the oper-
ators yesterday. Although refused,

they will form a basis for future ne-'

gotiations, labor leaders asserted.
“What we have definitely made up
our minds to do is to lower the price
of coal,” said 8. D. Warriner, spokes-
for the operators. “This is the
n for our insistence that aj re-
uced scale be put into effect”
« The average labo- cost of a ton of
coal prior to the strike was
A reduction of 21 per
wages would mean a cut of
ts in this labor cost, he pointed

Warriner declined to state

what reduction
WWM or
It might be the en-

. ; it might be

i

ing of the death of the victims with-»
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